
David Nieto

My life -long dream was always to become a doctor .
My father, a Long Beach Police Officer, modeled a
life of integrity, loyalty, hard work, and service to the
community. I learned invaluable lessons from him- he
clearly helped shape my character. I was the first per­
son in his family to go thus far in school, and he was
very proud.
When I was six months into medical school my father
suffered a fatal heart attack. The Long Beach Police
Officers Association was there for me and my family
from day one. The educational financial assistance
available to me through the Widows and Orphans
Trust Fund enab led me to continue on in medical
school and not have to worry about the financial
stresses, as my father had.
To those of you responsible for the Widows and Or­
phans Trust Fund, without your help, I wouldn't have
fulfilled my dream. Thanks to the Widows and Or­
phans Trust Fund, I graduated in May 2003 with a
Doctorate in Medicine. I will forever support the
LBPOA and its Widows and Orphans Scholarship
Trust Fund.

Christen Nieto

I am writing to you to say thank you for all that you
have provided to me. After the devastation of my
father's sudden death in January of 2000, I found my­
self unable to continue with my college education due
to financial issues. The Widows and Orphans Trust
Fund was instrumental in helping to ease the emo­
tional and financial strain of continuing school.
Throughout my college years my father had always
uppo rted me financially and emotionally towards my

dream of becoming a Registered Nurse. Now by
emulating my father's own examples of strength and
dedication and with assistance from the Widows and
Orphans Fund, I look forward to achieving my goal.
I would like to thank you all from the bottom of my
heart for all that you do. I will forever be in debt to
this organization and cannot wait to help give back all
that you have given to me.

•

Profiles

•
Officer Brian Watt

Officer Brian Watt was working Motor Patrol when
he was shot in the head by a carjacking suspect. His
wife was 9 months pregnant with their fourth child at
the time. Miraculously, Officer Watt is back to work
proudly serving citizens ofLong Beach.

Officer Abel Dominguez
Officer Abel Dominguez was sitting in his patrol car
when he was shot twice by a gang member. The as­
sailant then released a suspect from the rear seat of the
car and left Officer Dominguez for dead . One shot had
bit bim in the head,

After recovery Officer Dominguez happily returned
to serving the community be put his life on the line to
protect. In 2002, he began his retirement.

Officer Rick Delfin
Officer Rick Delfin and his partner Officer Daryle
Black, were both shot multiple times while sitting in
an unmarked police car. Sadly Officer Black did not
survive. Officer Delfin retired in 2004.

Officer Chris Martin
Officer Chris Martin was serving in Afghanistan w hen
be became the victim of a grenade attack. His injuries
were extensive, requiring many surgeries.

Today, after much recovery Officer Chris Martin is
back to work, proudJy serving citizens of Long Beach.

Detective David Nieto, Jr.
Detective David ieto, Jr. had over 20 years on the
Long Beach Police Department when he suffered a
fatal heart attack in January of2000. He is still sorely
missed by his family and colleagues.
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Long Beach Police
Officers

Memorial Widows
Emergency and

Scholarship Trust
Fund

•"This trust is created to devote and apply the

trust funds directly and exclusively to the

charitable or educational needs ofLong Beach

Police Officers their dependents, families, and

survivors and the property, assets, profits and

net income ofthis trust are irrevocably

dedicated to such purposes.

•



'att and hi famil

•I must admit that J did not know much about the
Widow nd rphans Fund. 1 thought that it was
only for the wiv and familie of officers 'killed
in the lin of duty." After my return home from
th ho pital I found ou t how very little I really
kn w about th fund. The Widows & Orphans
Fund tepp d in and a i ted u with our financial
obligation ince I was going to b off of work for
an ext nd d period of time. Your contribution to
help with the di aster we had at my house while
trying to build my retaining wall was a complete
urpri and truly bow d wbat a great organization

you arc.
H wa extra rdinary what th Widows & Orphans
Fund did for my fami ly, and I thank you from the
bottom of my h rt. I cannot expre how grateful
1 am for all that wa dono for me and my famiJy.

y mind \ a at p a e knowing that there was an
organization that would take care of officers no
matterbox gr a the n d.

bel indy Dominguez

We thank God for th wond rful p opl at the Long Bea h Po li De partm nt. the Long Beach
Police Officer A ociation and for th idow & Orphan Fund. During tb fir t fe days, hen
Abel was in a coma, and ther wa uncert inty ifh would urvi e, tb Long Beach Poli e Officer
A ociation made ure th tour thre childr n v r f d and w r w II car d for. To an OUT

amazement. Ab I' r co ery w fa 1 r than p ted. and hi fir t goal was to get back home to
hi family. Money from the Widov & Orphan Fund v a u d to add a handicapped acce ible
batbroom and a master b droorn large n ugh for him to g t round u ing hi wheelchair. If it

wasn't for the time provid d by countl volunt r and on y pro id d from th Widow & Orphans Fund, Abel
would not have come home from th ho pital but would have bad to nt r a R habi litation C nter for his continuous
therapy. The Dominguez Family will for ver upport th long Bach Polic ffic r A 0 iation, and Widow &
Orphans Fun d.

Rick and D bbi Delfin

After Rick's shooting the POA utili zed fund from Lh Widow and Orphan Tru t to immediately step in to make
adjustments in our home for Rick ' ea and omfort. Throu h the hard work of POA m mb r and the financial
backing from the W idow and Orphan Fund many improv rn nt w re made 0 our hom ea ing the physical
emotional and financial burdens we wer not going to b cap bl of tac ling duri ng Rick ournerou urgeries and
extensive recovery.
When Debbi e took month off of work to car for Rick the Wido and Orphan Fund r plac d her alary to help
keep the household financially stabl . Wh n Rick' p ri d of full pay tpired and an enormou cut in pay was im­
p endin g, the Widow and Orphan Fund al 0 uppl 00 nt d th differ nc in pay, once again keeping us 01 enr,
We are today still amazed at the good done by the P A and idow and rphan Fund , An extremeI difficult and
stressful time was made much ea i r and our famil wall , d 10 fr of financial, orrie and to focu on what
was really important - Rick' reeo ry.

Christopher and D

My fianc e, Deanna and J wis h to take thi opportunity to tbank the Lo ng Beach Police Officer Widow and Orphan Fund for tb h Ip w rec i d fr m December 2002 through
February 2003.
On 17 D cemb r 2003, I wa the victim of a grenade attack in Afghanistan. In addition to being a Long Bea h Po lic om r, Tam l o a pecial Force Medic in the 19th pecial
Force roup, which i a ational Guard unit. Afte r September 11th, my unit wa activated to erv in Afghani tao . I LV d in th country in Octob r 2002, and erved until the
incident. 1 p nt two month in the ho pita! at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Was hington, D.C. My injurie wer ten ive. In addi tion to multipl ft ti ue inj urie , I had
hrapnel in my face, including my left eye. Four surgeries later, I was able to gain most of my vi ion back.

My deploym at wa Lonely , but had it not been for my beautiful fiancee, my two-month ho pital Slay wou ld have b n unb arabi. Th Army nly pay for immediate fami ly to fly
aero the country in supp rt of tho e injured , My immediate family was either unable or unwilling to fly at the p n 0 of th govemrn ot. My fiancee wa the only one who was
willing and able to make th trip. However, since she did not qualify as immediate family, he would bav had to fly at h I' own e pen . Th Widow and Orphan Fund suppo rted
her when h would not have bee n able to make the trip otherwise. It brought joy to my heart and it wa a great Ie Ling to kn w th t [ bel ng to an rgan izatio n that upports its own.
B for hi incide nt I knew little of tb fund. But since the incidentI have learned that the Widow and Orphan Fund i not ju t for tho who ha ufti red th 10 of loved ones
who have an w r d the call ofduty and gave their live iII the line of tbat duty. It is for all of u wbo rv and fI r ur lov done wh 00 an much to

wi h to thank tho e r pon ibl who have helped us when we needed it most from the bottom of our heart .
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